CLAIMS 

We claim: 

1 A calibration device comprising: 

. mod... conf.gured ,0 perform a .es.ing or ca,ibra,io„ procedure on a 
componen. such .ha. a se. of calibration daa is gen.ra.ed; 

. file oonf.gu.ed ,o ree.lv. m. citation d„a tan the module, and 

in response lo predetermined criteria. 


2 Ihe citation deviceof claim ., where* .he module funhet includes; 

. hatdware device tha, performs dr. .eating or cltauon pr.ead.re on .he 

component; and 

. software modulo tat interface, with «- hardware device .. g=n«».o «. « 
of calta.ion data relating .0 *« response of the exponent <o dm « 
citation procedure perform.* by the hardware device. 

3 . T „e Cta.ion device of claim 2, wherein dt= sodware module further 
includes: 

« leas. « different .ersions of citation souwate ma, perform diff.rou. 
citation procures and genera,. da,, in differen, form* and 

. „b,e coloring each of me differen, .ypea of component ma. cn be 

software. 
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4. The calibration device of claim 2, wherein the component is inserted into the 
hardware device by an operator. 

5 The calibration device of claim 2, wherein the software and hardware device 
mrt her include means for receiving a message from an external source and displaying the 
message in a visual format for an operator to view. 

6 . The calibration device of claim 1. further comprising an archive storage device 
at which the data filter periodically archives the calibration data. 

7 . The calibration device of claim 1. wherein the file is a flat file that temporarily 
stores the original calibration data before it is transferred to the data filter. 

8 . The calibration device of claim 1, wherein the file is a circular buffer that 
temporarily stores the original calibration data before it is transferred to the data filter. 


1 ISllI 9 The calibration device of claim 1, wherein the data filter is an intelligent agent 


O < H X 

SlSSSS device. 

kJ ft b o u J 


8 ' 10 . The calibration device of claim 1, wherein the data filter identifies errors in the 
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H. The calibration device of claim 1, wherein the data filter transfers the contents 
of the file to a database in response to predetermined criteria, and wherein the database can be 
accessed by any device within a d.stributed network. Note: claim 11 depends from claim 1, 
which doesn't mention a "distributed network" 

12 . The calibration device of claim 11, wherein the distnbuted network further 
includes a global network, and wherein the global network includes at least one computer 
device located in a remote location from the calibration device. 


9 gi w 1 
P -> " -a 1 
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1 3 A distributed network comprising: 

or m0 re calibration devices configured to generate calibration data about 


one 


components; 

. database thai is by any device within lh« dralributed network 

^dless of locahon, wh«in .he dalahase contains cation data front lh. one 0, 

more calibration devices; and 

a global network of computer devices that monitor the data within the 


database. 


14 . The dialed network of data .3, whet*. *0 global network is confrgnreo 
„ direct,, transmit - receive dan, with the one o, more calihrari.n devices. 

15 The distributed rr.rw.rk of .lata 13, whotein a computer device within the 
*M network is cap*., of — in 8 data bo the one or ntore .aiihration devrce, 

16 . The dishihuted netwoHc of chin, .3, wherein the on. o, more caltbrntion 

-- ■ nahle of receiving datt from a eompure, device within the global nerwork and 

0 1 * „ * devices are capable ot receiving u<ua 


SSUla 


iili paying tho dan, in an alphannnteric forma, to he viewed by an ope*,,. 


£ o < . 
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ir-!l| „ Th. disfrihu,.. network of .lain, .3, who^n the database is a D«w.ep 

% ' " aatabas. M provtdes access ha .11 of die - - -» **■ — - " 


network.. 
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„ The «W —* of .lata .3, wh^n fte *M — * 
, he ..iibrahon -d M, — *- ft a parted oalibrahon 
, ce for » operaror of ft,, .alibrahon devioo ,o follow i„ o,d.r . «« ft. — in *e 


errors in 
device 
calibration data. 


19 . The distributed network of claim 13, wherein eaeh of the one or more 

calibration devices further includes: 

a hardware device that performs a testing or calibration procedure on a 

component; 

a software module «- i-*- wift *• hardwa* device ,o go».ra.e a set of 
„„„„,,.» data relaftng «o fte reaponae of fte ootnponoo, to the testing or C«.n 
procedure performed by the hardware device; 

. f„e conftgured ,0 receive fte data tarn ft. software module; and 

. daft hirer ft* transfots to — of ft. file ft . — «• — 
in response to predetermined criteria. 


w z 
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2 „. The ftsttibutad network of claim 19, wherein ft. aoftwar. module further 


., ^ m h ^ includes* 

lllPl ' a, laaa. two different ..raions of oaUbmtion softw*. fta, perform differ.™. 


2 c* o H g 

I 1 I i S calibration procedures and generate data in different formats; 


* " . table coding each of ft. different types of componunts ftal can b. 

Ml ib,,<ed wift fte oalibrotion d.v,. 1. a P^ult vision of calibraoon software 
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* h * of claim 19 wherein the component is inserted into 
21 The distributed network of claim iv, 

the hardware device by an operator. 

22 m , n*o tk o t * .9, wherein a* — - — 


the message in 


i„ , visual format for an operator to view. 


23 The netw.rit of Cairn ,9, -or W H« an a*. « 

dev ,c evhieh rh= «. flUor pe^y -We. the eaUbr.non M, 

21 The **_ — - - — ' 8 " M " 

25 ^ nawora of e,,nr „, wherem - - is a eiren.er h* M 

^^.rea.heo.^—on.r.heror.h, — ,0 >he « r.her. 

* i. f rfarim 19 wherein the data filter is an intelligent 

g| gM l 26. The distributed network of claim 19, wnere 

I Hill agent device that is connected to the data link. 

Z u w < b > 
^ a > u 5 h 
j2 z g w o 5 

111 US „ ^ rV of daim 19 wherein the data filter identifies errors in 

2 ! 1 s * 27 The distributed network of claim 1 wn 

°* 5 " „,.„ ckinnine a crucial calibration 
* „ ca*->n dau result from . operator — , *»« 

procedure. 
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2 , A mefimd * t— * cafibnrfion data »d sub^y detecting - 

eyeing calmranon enom * ■ 

an ac, of performing . M - — P-— " » """^ ^ 
that calibration data is generated from the procedure; 

« ,o, of s.onng the calibration data ,» a daubaa. such tba, tbo —on «. 

a step for identifying errors in the calibration data; and 
procedures on the component in a proper manner. 

29 . The mefimd of chtitn 28, fonho, including an ac, of tempo,* sronng the 
calibration data in a file in its original format. 

3„. me menace of claim 28, wherein the act of performing a «i»g »r dibmfion 

ptocedur. on a component is performed by a c.ibnmon device comprising: 
gx . 5 ah ardwamd.,ic..hatperfom,s.h.«m 8 orcal,bm.fonpn«cdn,e; 

llilil 

llilll calibration d»a rCafing .0 me mapon, of the component ,o the testtng o, oafibmtion 

1 1 5 1 « \ procedure performed by the hardware device; 

transfers the contents of the file to an external storage source 


a data filter that 
t response to predetermined criteria. 
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3, The method of claim 28, wherein the act of stonng calibration data in a 
database in a standard format is performed by a data filter. 

3l The method of claim 28, wherein the step for identifying errors in the 

calibration data further includes: 

an act of searching the calibration data for components wluch have sapped a 

required testing or calibration procedure; and 

an act of comparing the calibration data for each of the components to 
determine if a particular component is improperly calibrated. 

33 The method of claim 28, wherein the act of informing an operator is performed 
by displaying an alphanumeric message to the operator, including instructions that should be 
performed to correct the error. 

34 The me.hod of claim 28. whereu, 0* «. of informmg m opora«o, * performed 

§. ,.5 „ *. » — - - — — "* by * 0Pe " ,Or ^ *" 

Illl |I p „,„ t ,„ foss of eomp— wmch „ improper,, — " * «— • 

Z u . </> < fc >' 
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35. A method of generating calibration data and subsequently detecting and 
correcting calibration errors within a distributed network, comprising: 

an act of performing a testing and calibration procedure on a component such 
that calibration data is generated from the procedure; 

an act of storing the calibration data in a database such that the calibration data 
is organized in a standard format that can be compared with other calibration data; 

an act of searching the calibration data for components which have skipped a 

required testing or calibration procedure; 

a„ act of comparing the calibration data for each of the components to 
determine if a particular component is improperly calibrated; and 

an act of informing an operator of the relevant errors detected in the calibration 
data in a time frame such that the operator can re-perform the testing or calibration 
procedure on the component in the proper manner. 
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